Investigation
Swabs were taken from the rectum, mouth, and burns of all patients on admission and at regular intervals. The nurses' fingers and uniforms and the patients' bed linen, dressings, and mattresses were sampled with contact plates. Equipment, medication, food, and moist areas such as sinks were also sampled. Gentamicin-resistant strains were isolated from moist swabs taken from colonised patients and their environment, but rarely from elsewhere. The 113 rectal swabs taken from patients on admission showed no Ps aeruginosa, and none were isolated from 136 samples from nurses' hands or from 56 The increase in the proportion of gentamicin-resistant strains of Ps aeruginosa and the subsequent decline after the discovery of mattresses as a source of infection.
tract with Ps aeruginosa arising from a contaminated antistatic mattress has been described.3 Ps aeruginosa has also been found in the mattress of long-stay orthopaedic patients,4 and other Gram-negative bacilli have been found in mattresses (M Bradley, personal communication) . In this study no other source of infection except the mattress was found. Failure to find pseudomonas previously in mattresses was due to its absence on the dry surface of the mattress cover, though it survived in the foam under the cover. Presumably exudate from the burn penetrated the dressings and the damaged mattress cover. The organisms would then pass from the mattress to the next uninfected patient through the moist dressing to the burn surface. The water-proof nylon-coated mattress cover was mainly damaged by the silver nitrate solution, but previous unpublished studies have shown that phenolic disinfectants also reduce the water-proofing of the cover. Topical chemoprophylaxis with various preparations of silver nitrate has been important in reducing Ps aeruginosa colonisation and infection in patients with burns.5 It is therefore desirable to continue this type of treatment in the burns unit. It is necessary to observe the condition of mattress covers and withdraw from use damaged ones that have lost their water-proofing. It is also advisable to restrict the use of phenolic disinfectants and to use only detergents to clean the covers when possible.
Gentamicin-resistant strains of Ps aeruginosa are a particular hazard in the burns unit because the range of possible treatments becomes considerably restricted. After the damaged mattresses were removed and the use of gentamicin was restricted there were no further outbreaks with resistant pseudomonas in the unit (figure).
Reading for Pleasure
The snail, the thief, and the dipper BRENDAN 
JACOBS
To be a slow reader is to suffer a most aggravating disability. It is agonising to think of those piles of books on shelves, tables, and chairs still waiting to be read, and yet there is a pleasure in all this. It must be something akin to that felt by J L Garvin, who, when asked if he had read all the books open and unopen in his study, replied: "No, but they're radioactive dear boy, radioactive." I quote (or steal) from an article on the buying of books written some years ago by Paul Jennings. To quote a quote is possibly not quite done, somewhere between borrowing and stealing.
In The Winter's Tale (IV, ii) Autolycus is described as a rogue: he was "littered under Mercury"; he carried on his rogue's business as a rascally pedlar, "a snapper up of unconsidered trifles." Mercury was not only god of science and commerce, but he was also patron of travellers, rogues, vagabonds, and thieves. That is a quotation from Brewer's Dictionary of Phrase and Fable, my favourite dipping book and a joy for the easily distracted reader. It is odd and a little unsettling to think of Mercury as one who looked after the interests of such a motley bunch. He must have had a twinkle in his eye. Did not Cocteau in Amphitryon 38 have him "floating gently down to earth from Olympus holding aloft his umbrella as parachute"? For a brief biography of Amphitryon see Lempriere's Classical Dictionary, another essential for the unrepentant dipper.
Not having total recall, much is forgotten. The "forgettery" is another disability, so a random and idiosyncratic "common place book" has its personal advantages. Before 
